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	311 Main Street, P.O. Box 1990

Exeter, Ontario, Canada   N0M 1S7

Tel: (519) 235-2000   Fax: (519) 235-2061

TICO #2392471
	www.ettravel.com


	255 West 1st Street, Suite #116

North Vancouver, BC, Canada   V7M 3G8

Tel: (604) 983-2470   Fax: (604) 983-2471

  BPCPA Registration #37951


ST. MARYS DCVI

10 DAY HISTORY TOUR TO ENGLAND, BELGIUM & FRANCE

MARCH 10 – 19, 2011

Revised Itinerary – September 22, 2010
Note: It is the responsibility of all participants to be in possession of the correct documentation to travel out of the country.  Failure to do so will result in participants being denied entry/boarding and returned home at the expense of the individual. Canadian Citizens require a valid passport (the Canadian Government recommends that passports are valid at least 6 months beyond your return date).  Notarized letters of consent for persons under 18 are also strongly recommended and may be required. Non-Canadians must check entry and transit requirements.  Please notify the group leader at time of booking if you will be traveling with a passport from another country so we can check requirements and advise you accordingly.

Day 1 – Thursday March 10  Flight Day
D

1:30pm
-
meet coach for loading at St. Marys DCVI – Ellison Tour Manager will meet you at the school for departure


2:00pm
-
board and depart St. Marys for Toronto



3:50pm
-
arrive at Toronto Pearson International Airport 3 hours prior to departure and check in as a group


6:50pm
-
depart on Air France flight # 351from Toronto for overnight flight to Paris – Charles de Gaulle Airport
· dinner served in flight

Day 2 – Friday March 11  Arrive in London
B/D

-
breakfast served in flight


8:20am
-
arrival into Charles de Gaulle Airport to change planes


-
purchase lunch in the airport


9:55pm
-
depart on Air France flight # 1980 from Paris to London 

10:15am
-
arrive into London Heathrow Airport and pass through Customs


11:00am
-
meet your locally hired coach for loading 


-
your professional step on guide will greet you with the coach to take you on a guided panoramic coach tour of London to see such sights as St. Paul’s Cathedral, Buckingham Palace - official residence of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, historic Westminster Abbey - where kings and queens have been crowned since 1065, the Houses of Parliament and its famous clock tower, Big Ben


-
during your tour you will stop in an area to purchase lunch, such as the Covent Garden Market where you can explore the piazzas and historic buildings



-
tour concludes at the London Eye for a spectacular view of the city


-
transfer to your dinner location for a group dinner


-
transfer by coach to your accommodation 


-
arrive and check in for a 2 night stay at the Thistle City Barbican Hotel


-
retire after a long day 
continued….
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Day 3 – Saturday March 12  London
B/D

8:30am
-
breakfast at your accommodation

9:15am
-
depart for the Tower of London

10:00am
-
this morning you will begin with a guided walk through the buildings then have time on your own ~ throughout history, the Tower of London has served many roles including a prison, execution site, royal residence and military garrison – today, it offers visitors an opportunity to visit the Bloody Tower, Traitors’ Gate, the Jewel House and much more…..

1:00pm
-
meet as a group at the entrance and then disperse to purchase lunch in the area


2:00pm
-
meet in your groups for free time to shop along Oxford Street or visit museums choices givenbelow (admissions not included)
Afternoon sightseeing in chaperoned groups – choice to be advised in advance  
Option A:
-
British Museum, founded in 1753 - this is the oldest museum in the world and its treasures span two million years of world history and civilization – museum is divided into 94 galleries  **free admission
Option B:
-
Madame Tussauds - where you will enjoy a visit to the museum and experience the glittering world of fame and celebrities (Baker Street underground) **approx ₤23.00 
Option C:
-
St. Paul’s Cathedral and a tour/visit of the Shakespeare Globe Theatre - headquarters of the band of players from whom William Shakespeare wrote….this theatre has been reconstructed just east of its original site ~ there are interesting displays in the museum which illustrate the history of both the Globe and the Rose Theatres ** approx. ₤9.00 (also close by is the Tate Modern Gallery - a collection of international modern art from 1900 to present day.  The highlights of this newer museum of modern art include works by Dali, Picasso and Warhol **free admission / audio guide or guided tour for over 10 persons – fee is applicable) / St. Paul’s - ₤8,50 student groups / adults ₤11,50

6:00pm
-
everyone to meet for group dinner 


-
evening theatre in West End, London (student priced)   


-
after the show return to your hotel for overnight accommodation 

Day 4 – Sunday March 13  To Canterbury, Dover to Calais & Ieper (Ypres), Belgium
B/D

7:00am
-
breakfast at your accommodation

7:30am
-
check out and loading of the coach

8:00am
-
depart for Canterbury (approx. 1 hour drive) - a UNESCO World Heritage Site, that has two castles, six museums and an attraction that lets you step back in time to the Middle Ages

9:00am
-
meet your guide for a walking tour of Canterbury - an ancient walled city with many narrow streets dating back to Medieval times  (includes a visit to Canterbury Cathedral)

10:30am
-
your tour will complete at the Whitefriars Shopping Centre – an open air shopping area that reflects Canterbury’s traditional street style – during this time your will have a chance to purchase lunch

11:30am
-
meet as a group and load coach to depart for Dover (30 minute drive)

12:00noon
-
arrive and receive instructions for boarding - see the famous White Cliffs of Dover

12:50pm
-
ferry departure from Dover to Calais, France on the English Channel (90 minute crossing)
continued….
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Day 4 continued….

2:20pm
-
arrive at dock area in Calais


3:00pm
-
once loaded onto coach depart for Ieper, Belgium (Ypres)

4:30pm
-
arrive and check into the Novotel Ieper Centrum for 2 nights


5:30pm
-
group dinner on site

7:00pm
-
walk to the Menin Gate Memorial for tonight’s “Last Post Ceremony” – this Memorial is perhaps the most visited Great War Memorial on the Western Front


-
The Menin Gate marked the start of one of the main roads out of Ypres in the direction the front line (the Ypres Salient) …tens of thousands of men must have passed through it and onwards along the infamous Menin Road, so many of them never to return


7:30pm
-
upon arrival, Association Representatives will explain the schedule of the Ceremony and give further instructions as to when you are to place your wreaths during the “Last Post Ceremony” honoring among thousands of others, 6,994 Canadians missing in Belgium whose names are carved on the walls of the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing 

8:00pm
-
this brief commemorative service takes place every day, rain or shine, to honour the memory of the thousands of soldiers from Great Britain and the British Commonwealth  


-
at the conclusion of the Ceremony
Day 5 – Monday March 14 Ieper/Ypres & Vimy
B/D


-
breakfast at your accommodation


-
board your coach and spend the day visiting sites of significance to Canadians in World War I.  


-
first stop will be at the Essex Farm Cemetery just outside of Ypres and visit the monument to Canadian John McCrae who wrote In Flanders Fields while serving as a medical officer on this site



-
next stop, visiting the St Julien Monument commemorating the Second Battle of Ypres where Canadians withstood the first gas attack in history to hold the lines against the German onslaught.


-
finish your morning at the Tyne Cot Cemetery and Memorial.  The Tyne Cot Cemetery is the burial ground for the Allied soldiers who perished on the Ypres Salient.  It is the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the world containing the graves of 11,953 soldiers of various nationalities, including Canadians.  During your visit, be sure to examine the surrounding stone wall which is a memorial to the missing Commonwealth soldiers who were unable to be inscribed on the Menin Gate.



-
make a lunch stop at the Kolikoo Restaurant
· after lunch you will depart for a site that needs no introduction to Canadians: Vimy Ridge.  Many historians feel Canada became a country when, 




fighting for the first time as a single unit, Canadians were able to do what the Allies had failed to accomplish before, by the taking of Vimy Ridge.  Spend the afternoon with a Canadian University student touring the battlefield, trenches and tunnels and visiting the monument at Vimy


-
return to your accommodation in Ieper


-
group dinner


-
evening at leisure pending schedule
Day 6 – Tuesday March 15 Contay, Dieppe & Caen
B/D

8:00am
-
breakfast at your accommodation

9:15am
-
check out and loading of the coach
continued….
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Day 6 continued…

10:00am
-
begin your day at the Cloth Hall Building and enter the “In Flanders Fields Museum” for an interactive self guided tour - the four major armies fighting at the Flemish front suffered at least 55,000 casualties, the town of Ypres was destroyed…this museum offers an insight into how life was for both the enlisted man and the civilian, at the front, in the trenches, and in the town itself (1 ½ stop)

11:30am
-
purchase an early lunch before departing Ieper

12:00noon
-
board coach and depart for Dieppe with a stop in Contay at the Contay British Cemetery 

2:00pm
-
here we will find many Canadians who fell to the Battle of the Somme (1916-1917) 

2:30pm
-
continue to Dieppe (approx. 2hrs)


4:30pm
-
arrive in Dieppe where you will meet your guide for a tour, on August 19, 1942, the disastrous raid on Dieppe took place, claiming over 3000 casualties to purchase lunch

6:30pm
-
conclude tour and then check into the Mercure Hotel La Presidence in Dieppe for 1 night

8:00pm
-
group dinner



-
evening at leisure 
Day 7 – Wednesday March 16 Courseulles-sur-Mer & Caen
B/D

7:00am
-
breakfast at your accommodation

8:00am
-
check out and loading of the coach


8:30am
-
depart on the coach for the short transfer to Courseulles-sur-Mer, where you will visit the Juno Beach Centre.  

11:00am
-
upon arrival at Juno Beach, meet your Canadian guide who will introduce you to the Centre, followed by a self guided tour of the moving displays and the beach itself where the Canadians landed, suffering 5,000 dead and 13,000 wounded



-
make a stop at the Beny sur Mer Cemetery which is the main Canadian cemetery for casualties at Juno Beach


1:00pm
-
continue to Caen 

1:30pm
-
arrive and purchase lunch with time to explore before transferring to the memorial

3:00pm
-
afternoon visit at the Caen Peace Memorial and have free time to explore

5:30pm
-
conclude visit, board coach and transfer to your hotel


6:00pm
-
arrive at the Mercure Hotel Caen Center Port de Plaisance  to check in for 1 night accommodation

7:30pm
-
meet for a group dinner



-
evening at leisure – suggest a walk past William the Conqueror's Chateau .. down the pedestrian street 
Day 8 – Thursday March 17 Versailles & Paris
B/D

7:30am
-
breakfast at your accommodation

8:30am
-
check out and loading of the coach

9:00am
-
board the coach and transfer to Versailles to see one of the world’s grandest palaces


-
your drive today will take you through the “Falaise Gap” - The Falaise pocket (also known as the Chambois pocket) was the area between the four cities of Trun-Argentan-Vimoutiers-Chambois near Falaise, France, in which Allied forces tried to encircle and destroy the German Seventh Army and Fifth Panzer Army in August 1944 (1470 Canadians were killed)

11:30am
-
upon arrival, purchase lunch then walk as a group to the Chateau of Versailles
continued….
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Day 8 continued….

1:00pm
-
enjoy a guided tour – started as a modest hunting lodge in 1668, this was at one time the largest palace in Europe , housing 20,000 people at a time – here you will visit the State Apartments, the Salon d’Apollon, the Salon de Guerre and the Hall of Mirrors


3:30pm
-
board coach and continue to Paris

4:30pm
-
arrive at the Mercure Paris Gare de Lyon to check in for a 2 night stay


6:00pm
-
group dinner


7:30pm
-
after dinner transfer to the Eiffel Tower


-
ascend to the 3rd floor of the tower for a spectacular view of the “City of Light” from one of the most famous landmarks in the world and considered an architectural marvel for its time  



-
return to your accommodation 

Day 9 – Friday March 18 Paris
B/D

8:00am
-
breakfast at your accommodation 

9:00am
-
meet your guide and start your day with a visit to the Musee des Egouts, an interesting tour that takes you underneath the city streets to explore Paris’ sewers and how they work 


-
then enjoy a panoramic coach and walking tour of Paris – highlights of your tour include sights such as Notre Dame Cathedral, the Eiffel Tower, the Champs d’Elysees, the Arc de Triomphe, Place de la Concorde and many other sights that make Paris one of the truly enchanting cities in the world


12:00noon
-
the rest of your day will be free to sightsee in groups (admissions not included)
Afternoon sightseeing in chaperoned groups – choice to be advised in advance  

Option A:
-
Louvre Museum - one of the largest museums in the world - it displays about 300,000 works of art, among them some world-famous like Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, Venus de Milo and Winged Victory **under 18 free with student card
Option B:
- 
Musee D’Orsay - formerly a main line train station that now houses the large collection of Impressionist Art which was formerly hung at The Louvre **under 18 free with student card


-
Pantheon - the crypt of the Panthéon contains the vaults of several of France's famous countrymen **donation may be requested
Also visit during option A or B:



-
Notre Dame Cathedral - "Our Lady of Paris" a beautiful cathedral on the Île de la Cité in Paris, an important example of French Gothic architecture, sculpture and stained glass, and is the most popular monument in Paris and in all of France, beating even the Eiffel Tower with 13 million visitors each year **fee to climb stairs 
Option C:
-
Basilique Sacré-Cœur - a Roman Catholic church and familiar landmark in Paris, located on the highest point of the city in Montmartre, a climb to the top of the dome provides an excellent view of Paris - at 271 feet above Montmartre Hill it is the second-highest viewpoint after the Eiffel Tower - and the walk around the inside of the dome alone is worth the climb **₤5,00 to visit dome or crypt

7:30pm
-
check in as a group at the Bateaux Parisiens embarkation point


8:00pm
-
narrated evening cruise on the River Seine


9:00pm
-
at the conclusion of the cruise enjoy dinner at the Bistro Restaurant located on the waterfront in front of the Eiffel Tower


10:30pm
-
return to your hotel to pack for your departure tomorrow
continued….
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Day 10 – Saturday March 19 Home
B

8:30am
-
breakfast at the hotel 

9:30am
-
check out and loading of the coach

10:00am
-
transfer by local coach to the Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport

11:00am
-
arrive and check in at the designated check in counter - it is recommended to be at the airport at least 3 hrs prior to your scheduled departure time

1:55pm
-
depart on Air France flight # 356 from Paris back to Toronto 

5:10pm
-
estimated arrival time at Pearson International Airport, collect luggage and clear customs

6:15pm
-
meet your coach for loading and depart for St. Marys (possible stop to purchase dinner – group to decide enroute)

8:30pm
-
arrive at St. Marys DCVI  WELCOME HOME!

B - Breakfast / L - Lunch / D - Dinner - denote meals included in tour cost

*Itinerary is tentative and subject to final confirmation*
















